[image: image1.jpg]mc_n__w awo)




[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.jpg]




Gliding Clubs of the 

Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
VSA clubs cover all Victorian, Tasmanian and nearby NSW regions.  There are 24 clubs in the VSA and 89 nationally. Details of each can be found at:-


 http://www.soaring.org.au/web/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=50&Itemid=37
VSA clubs are located at:-

Bacchus Marsh, Ararat, Derrinallum, Horsham, Raywood, Corowa, Nyah, Mildura, Benalla,  Wagga Wagga, Tocumwal, Wahring, Mt Beauty,  Morwell, Leongatha, Bothwell,  Woodbury.
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If you are looking for adventure, challenge and the opportunity to learn new and exciting skills and are not afraid of team participation, then gliding might be for you.

Come and join the unique group of people who would rather be in the air, than on the ground.

We invite you to join us in this most uplifting of sports. Glider pilots – most certainly the quiet achievers.

Want to know more?

www.soaring.org.au  

www.gliding.asn.au
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NO NEED for expensive equipment

NO NEED to buy your own glider

NO NEED to worry about age

NO NEED for a licence

You’ll soon discover that flying gliders is easier than you thought. If you can drive a car you can almost certainly fly a glider. As well as the thrill and effortless ease of moving in three dimensions, you can observe the beauty of the earth from above. If you are interested in technical matters, gliding also offers the opportunity to learn more about such subjects as meteorology, aerodynamics, navigation, engineering, photography and much more.



Gliding explained
Gliders can be built with either one or two seats. All training is done in two seat gliders. Once they are launched, (either by a tow plane or by winch) glider pilots rely on the forces of nature that produce lift to sustain their flight. If lift is not found, the glider will slowly descend to earth and land: typically modern gliders can advance about 30km’s for the loss of 1km in height. There are 3 main sources of lift: Ridge Lift and Lee Waves which are both produced by the wind blowing against/over a ridge or mountain range which causes the air to rise and Thermals, which are rising columns of air produced when the sun heats the earth. Glider pilots are taught to seek out and exploit these rising air masses.


After the excitement and joy of your first flight, you may decide that this sport is for you. Annual or short term memberships are available. Most clubs provide free instruction on weekends and public holidays. You pay for the launch and glider time. The first goal (of many) is to fly solo. Once you have achieved this milestone, the real fun begins and you can really experience what this sport has to offer.


Some gliding facts:-

· You can learn to fly at any age with solo at 15

· The world altitude record is over 50,000’

· The longest flight is over 3000 km’s

· Australian pilots have been world champions

· Gliding can be done equally well by both men & women. There are no preferred skills or attributes making one better than the other.

· Australia is considered a Mecca for gliding – Great weather, few restrictions on airspace & light traffic, large open paddocks & relatively free from regulation.

Take up gliding and learn advanced flying skills

�








�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�









